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6.
Recovery for the Northern Spotted Owl? In June 2011, the Fish & Wildlife Service issued its Revised Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted Owl. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Revised Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina) (June 28, 2011), available at http://www.fws.gov/arcata/es/birds/NSO/documents/USFWS2011RevisedRecoveryPlanNorthernSpottedOwl.pdf. This Plan indicates that populations of the owl are still declining and that habitat loss remains an important impediment to the owl’s recovery. However, the Northern spotted owl now faces a new threat, as well: competition from the barred owl. As a result, the recovery plan emphasizes not just “[h]abitat conservation and active forest restoration” but also “[b]arred owl management.” Id. at vii. More specifically:

The second step in this recovery strategy is to move forward with a scientific 
evaluation of potential management options to reduce the impact of barred owls on spotted owls.  Barred owls pose perhaps the most significant short-term threat to spotted owl recovery.  This threat is better understood now than when the spotted owl was listed.  Barred owls have reduced spotted owl site occupancy, reproduction, and survival.  Because the abundance of barred owls continues to increase, effectively addressing this threat depends on initiating action as soon as possible.  The recovery actions address research involving the competition between spotted and barred owls, experimental control of barred owls and, if recommended by research, management of barred owls.
Id. at II-4. The Service is also cognizant of climate change in implementing the owl’s recovery plan:

There is significant overlap between many of the spotted owl recovery goals 
described in this Revised Recovery Plan and opportunities to mitigate impacts due to climate change.  The Service is applying Secretarial Order No. 3289: Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change on America’s Water, Land, and Other Natural and Cultural Resources into our forest management activities.  This Secretarial Order directs DOI agencies to analyze potential climate change impacts when undertaking long-range planning exercises, developing multi-year management plans, and making major decisions regarding potential use of resources under the Service’s purview. This direction applies to this Revised Recovery Plan, which includes a detailed treatment of climate change and its potential impact on spotted owl recovery.
Id. at II-5 to II-6. The Service estimates that it will take at least 30 years and $127.1 million to bring the Northern spotted owl back to the point where it can be delisted from the Endangered Species Act. Id. at viii.

