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In May 2009, the United States again caused controversy when it issued its new Section 609 certifications. 74 Fed. Reg. 21,048 (May 6, 2009). The Secretary of State certifified that 15 shrimping countries have protections for sea turtles comparable to the United States': Belize, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Madagascar, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Suriname, and Venezuela. Twenty-four countries were certified because their cold-water shrimp fisheries posed no danger to sea turtles: Argentina, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Russia, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and Uruguay. Finally, eight countries and one economic unit (Hong Kong) were certified because their small-technology shrimp fisheries posed no danger to sea turtles: Bahamas, China, the Dominican Republic, Fiji, Hong Kong, Jamaica, Oman, Peru, and Sri Lanka.   The controversy arose because the Secretary of State de-certified Costa Rica, on the grounds that Costa Rica was ineffectively enforcing its TED requirements. The de-certification was important news in Costa Rica.
